What Has Gone Before... 


Three insanely powerful blue dragons are attacking the metropolis of Rel 
Astra, Their leader, Blackwing, seeks an item they call "Che Last of My 
Father,” but no one seems to know what it is. All I know is that it must be 
powerful if the dragons want it so badly. Lord Drax, the ruler of Rel Astra, 
must want it pretty badly tao. If he didn’t, he never would have released me 
from prison so I could use my tracking skills on behalf of his hirelings. 


They're nota bad group, at least. Well, except for one — arrogant, brash, 
trouble-making paladin Lucien Cathal. The others are Evina, a noble 
swordswoman, Roarn, a grumpy little dwarf, Sissel, a blind druid, and Gifre, a 
wizard’s apprentice. Verena, an elven ranger, was killed in the caverns of 
Anasteo, much to my dismay. She was cute 


Oh, we also found a wizard, Ealadhach, who's trapped in a boutle. He told 
us how to find the Dragonhold, a powerful weapon rumored to be able to 
control dragons. Now, with the Dragonhold and Ealadhach, we're returning 
to Rel Astra, But I'm nervous, 


If I strain my hearing, I think I hear the beating of dragon wings. 


Scribes and Artisans 
JayDonovan Managing Editor 
. John Hahn Assistant Editor . 
.++.Sam Wang Art Director .......... 


Mark Plemmons 


Penciller/Inker 
Ink Assists . 


Colorist . Scott Kester Marketing ...... as 
Cover Artist . Tommy Castillo Fonts supplied by 
Cover Colorist ................6668 Tom Martin Advertising... : 

In the Shadow of Editors 


Welcome back! First, let me fill you in on what's happening with this great 
book you hold in your hands, Unfortunately, fan-favorite artist Tyler Walpole 
decided to stop pencilling the series and move on to other things. But don't 
despair! We've brought in two new artists to finish up the rest of the saga. 
This issue is pencilled and inked by John Hahn, a rising star in the industry. 
Next, issues #7 and #8 will be pencilled and inked by our good friend, and Joe 
Kubert school instructor, Tommy Castillo. You've already seen Tommy's work 
on the cover, so you know it's going to be great! 


- > 
‘Want to tell the creative team what a great job they're doing? Give them on Fy ae 
ideas? Or maybe even a verbal smack actoss the head? Be sue to get online En gp 
and log on to the unofficial "In the Shadow of Dragons" online discussion aah ¥ >: ! 
group at http://groups yahoo.com/group/shadowofdragons! Upon Forde ingens 


And don't forget, you now get TWO D&D comics to enjoy! Also shipping, 
Jan/Feb is Dungeons and Dragons; Tempest’s Gate #2! Tempest's Gate is a four-issue, full-color miniseries, pen- 
cilled by Mike Lilly (Nightwing, Catwoman, and many more) and written by Sean Smith (JLA and Dune mini- 
series). You can see the cover of issue #2 right here, and issue #3 on the inside back cover of this very issue! 
Tell your local retailer you MUST HAVE this book! You won't regret it! 


- Mark Plemmons, Comic Manager 
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FEAR NOT. 
HE IS ALIVE. 
| FEEL HIM 
SCUTTLING 
IN THE DIRT 
BENEATH ME 


1AM GOING TO REVEAL 
WOW YOU CAN KILL My 
BROTHER BLACKWING. 


\ 
cS of 

FE FLIES FAGTER 

THAN BNY GALE, AND d ‘> 


BLACKWING, 
THE FIRE6T BORN, HOS 
THE ABILITY TO SIPHON 
OUR STRENGTH he 
ENERGIES AS LONG AS 
WE THREE LIVE 


SHALL | TAKE YOUR 


STRONGEST, BND NOST Ye COMMANDS 
(MOUTHS TO MEAN. VIOLENT OF ATTACKS. THE POVIER OF NOT 


HEAR MORE? 


AGAINST ALL THOSE 
ATTRIBUTES, TELL ME- WHAT 

AD YOU HOPE TO 
peconeties WITH THOT LITTLE 

SCRAP OF LEATHER? 


THE ONLY WAY TO BREAK 
THE SPELL 16 TO KILL ONE OF 
WI6 SIBLINGS. MY BROTHER \ BLACKWING WILL THEN 
ECLIPSE, FOR EXAMPLE... BECOME A BLUE pepe ne 
ANY OTHER IN EXi6 
NO MGHTIER GND 
NO FASTER. 


THAT 15 WHEN 
YOU MAY INCREASE 
YOUR CHANCES FROM 
NONE TO 6LIM, 


HOW MANY OF REF 
ASTRA’S LIVES HAVE YOU 
TAKEN, ORAGON? ‘ANP ARE WE NOW 
q TO TRUST YOU?, 


60. YOU WANT US TO 
HELP YOU KILL EChiPSE 
AND WHAT OF 
BLACKWING? 


BLACKWING I 
YOUR PLAGUE, 
‘OT MINE. 


‘ONCE ECLIPGE DIES, | 
MUST DISAPPEAR. 
BLACKWING WILL MOST 
CERTAINLY HUNT ME 
DOVWIN IF YOU FAIL, 


—~ 
WELL, I'M NOT GOING TO 
SQUABBLE ON A DEAL WE 
MAY NOT BE OFFERED AGAIN. 
| SAY We AcceEPT. 


ONE OF OPPORTUNITY 
ARE WE IN? 


0 YOU HAVE A 
PLAN, DRAGON? 


EVEN NOW, My 
BROTHERS LAY viAg re 


TOR 
SOON, ECLIPSE WILL RETURN. 
AND HI6 PATH WILL TAKE HIM 
DIRECTLY OVER THIG FOREST 
BLACKWING WILL FLY BACK 
FROM ANOTHER DIRECTION, 


THEY WILL NEVER 
SUSPECT WHAT | 
HAVE PLANNED. 


THE DRAGONS 
ARE LEAVING! 


USE THE WATER 
THAT THE CAMNABLE DRAGON 7 
HAS ALREADY SPOILED! 

WE CAN STILL USE IT TO 
SAVE OUR HOME: 


ay 


—s a 


ARRRGGGH! 
DON’T WORRY ABOUT ME 
LEG IF THE THING'S 
ALREADY GONE! 


WE HAVE TO 
STOP HIS 
BLEEDING! 


YOU'RE GOING TO BE 
ALL RIGHT, MY FRIEND, 
| SWEAR IT-- 


IF | OSE THIS 
'ARM..5‘GONNA BE QUITE 
THE TASK.TO MQ@KE ALL 
YER ORINKS AT THE 
TAVERN... 


MaMa, 
THE HOUSE IS | 
GOING AWAY! 

100K! 


| KNOW, BECINA, 
JUST DON’T LOOK 
ANYMORE. WE'RE 
FINE, JUST FINE. 
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WHEN PAPA AND TIMI 
RETURN FROM BEATING 
THE ORAGONS, WE CAN 
BUILD A BIGGER HOLISE, 

RIGHT MAMA? 


THOUGH ERYTHNUL HIMSELF 
BE AGAINST Us! YOU'RE 
GOING TO HIVE... 


ha é 
IS 
S, OH, BECINA 
THE BATTLE 15 OVER. 
YOUR FATHER AND 
BROTHER WON’T BE 
COMING BACK. 


ROARN |S BEST SUITED BUT HE’Fe HAVE TO y 
FOR THIS, CONSIDERING 90 THIS PERFECTLY AN? BY THAT 
HIS SMALL STATURE 1 DON’T BELIEVE WE 
AND STRENGTH, WiLL GET A SECOND) 
CHANCE. 


WERE YOU 
GOING TO WAIT 
TO Kibt ME AFTER 
WE DEFEATED 
. ECLIPSE? 

Y€5, SECOND BP OR PERHAPS AFTER WE 
CHANCES ane RETURNED TO REL ASTRA 50 
HARD TO COME @Y, THAT EVERYONE CAN ENJOY 
AREN’T THEY? THE SPECTACLE? 


YOUR NERVOUSNESS 15 
MAKING YOU BABBLE 
LIKE A DRUNKARD. _, 


WHILE YOU 
WERE SLEEPING, A 
MESSENGER GIRO 
ARRIVED WITH AN 
oR;ER- 


TEH- ME, WHEN DIP YOU 
PFAN TO GET AROUND TO IT? 
OR WERE YOU JUST GOING TO 
WAIT, AND MURGER ME 
IN MY SLEEP? 


AN ORDER |'M SURE YOU 
HAC ALREADY RECEIVED. 
0, SINCE I'M 'NOT TO SET 
EYES UPON REL ASTRA." 


SOME WOULD SAY 
YOU DESERVE NOTHING 
BETTER, ROGUE, 


BUT YOU'LL HAVE YOUR 
WEAPONS WITH YOU WHEN | 
90 IT, YOU'VE... EARNED. 
THAT MUCH, ANYWAY, 


NOT QUITE. WE 
STILL HAVE TO 
FACE BLACKWING, 


IT’S FINALLY 
HAPPENING. 


fede abtumar| EVERYTHING WE'VE AND WE WON’T 
se DONE \5 COMING TO HAVE AzzRE WITH 
ke h A HEAG, ISN'T IT? 3 US WHEN WE 90. 
h ae . 
\ 
— 


| DON’T THINK 13 
READY FOR THIS, 
EVINA. THESE..THESE F 
ARE DRAGONS, 


AND DON’T THINK YOUN TOTING EALAOHACH Cy 00N'T 
WEREN'T ANY HELP IN ‘ON YOUR NECK . SY viscount 
THE BATTLE WITH THE , SEEMS TO BE PAYING }, A\ YOURSELF, 

BUGBEARS. OFF, ISN’T IT? MASTER. 


GIFRE, YOU'VE SURVIVED You've TAUGHT ME 


y 
THE CANGERS OF LONE g ‘A LOT. IF ONLY YOU COULD 
HEATH AND THE . 


CAVERNS OF ANASTEO, 


| CAN'T KEEP 
MY FEET FROM 
SHIFTING AROUND. 


THAT'S CALLED 
ANTICIPATION. 


AND | HAVE TO 
CONCENTRATE ON 
BREATHING AND 


AND IT FEELS LIKE 
MY HEART STOPPED 
A WHILE AGO... 


THAT'S 
CALLED 
FEAR. 


THAT’S CALLED 
NERVOUSNESS. 


MY TIMING..MY 
STEP..AL- MUST 
BE PERFECT. 

b 


THIS Wikb BE 
QUITE THE TALE. 


Me 


ECLIPSE’ 
TODAY |S THE DAY 
YOU MUST DIE, 
SO THAT | MAY 


FINALLY LIVES 


a 7 ay f/) 
Beene = \ 

WHAT TREACHERY pee 
15 THIG? _t 


BLACKWING 
WILL HAVE YOUR HIDE 
FOR THISS 
IF THERE IS ANYTHING 
LEFT AFTER | AM 
FINISHED... 


THE ONLY THING 
LEFT BEHIND ON 
THIG NIGHT WILL 
BE YOUR 
CARCASS, ECLIPSE 


TONIGHT, 
YOU WILL FEEL THE 
FEROCITY BLACKWING 

FORCED ME TO 
SUPPRESS! 


TT 


IT’S TIME, SISSEL! | 
NEED THAT COVER IF 
\'M EVER GONNA GET 
THE DRAGONHOLD 


F ROARN, GET OUT OF THERE! 
ROARN! CAN YOU HEAR ME? 


VY ROARN DIDN'T 
MAKE IT, BUT WE —_= 
HAVE A SECOND ms REAT. 
CHANCE! IT’S UP / A SECOND 
TO YOU, ROGUE! s CHANCE TO GET 
KIFKED, HE 
GIVES ME. 


GIFRE, CAN YO! 
DIVERT ECLIPSE’S i ny) TO DISTRACT HIM 
WITH A FARE, 
BUT | DON’T KNOW 
IF IT Wikb BE 
GOOD ENOUGH. 


ee \T BELIEVES 
VE STOOPED Ji. 
LOW, AZZRE. 
YOU EXPECT THESE § 
FILTHY RODENTS AND 
THEIR UN IDED LIGHT 
SHOW TO STOP ME 
YOU ARE A 
DIGAPPOINTMENT ) 


ee hhh NS 


| REALLY 
CAN'T GELlevE 
1M GOING THIS. 


| CaN’T BELIEVE Y 
‘M DOING THIS, 


‘OKAY, CAN ANYONE 
TELL ME JUST WHAT 


| WAS THINKING? 


Fj Org YSU 
(ham peRnaps & 
¢ = BROTHER, 
art BUT | WILL 
NO LONGER BE 
oe A TRAITOR TO 
MYSELF/ 
me = Pa 
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Y youere ¥ 
| A-TRAITOR.. TO | 
YOUR OVIN 


BLOOD 


ARE YOU SURE 4 aye, 
YOU'RE Abb RIGHT, THE BEAST’S MAGIC 
ROARN? \ ONLY GRAZED ME. J 


| JUST HOPE 

THE BETRAYER 
REMAINS TRUE TO 
OUR DEAL. 


AT ANY MOMENT, . 
BLACKWING WILL FEEL HIS 
POWER EBBING AWaAy. 

| MUST NOT BE HERE WHEN 
THAT HAPPENS 


BROTHER. 
TWILL KNOW 
IF YOU FAIL, FOR 
| WILL CERTAINLY BE 
HIS NEXT 


ADVERSARY. 


ARE YOU WELL, 
O{ ROARN? 15 EVERYONE 
ACCOUNTED FOR? 


VILE ONE, 


NOW- 
Lower YOUR BLADE 
. FROM HIS THROAT, 


MY FAMILY 
WAS LOST TO ME LONG 
AGO, ROARN STONEHEARTH, 
THEY WERE TAKEN FROM ME IN A 
BLAZE, | COULON’T SAVE THEM, 
THIS MAN HERE..THIS MAN 
HAD FAMILY AS WELL, AND 
BURIED HIS TWISTED DAGGER 
INTO THEM BOTH. 


THE PARCHMENT 
PRONOUNCED YOUR 
SENTENCE CLEARLY, 


| WAS WONDERING 
WHEN YOU’D GET 
AROUNC TO THIS. 


aes n6r80's EM on ves we wit, 

WON'T GE SEEING PALADIN, OR YOU AND 4 

IT AGAIN | WILE EXCHANGE ) 
MORE THAN WORDS, 


HAS YOUR SORROW AND JEALOUSY 


SO CNGULPCD YOUR WISDOM THAT 


EVEN YOU CANNOT SEE THE LIE THAT) 


CURTAINS YOUR EYES, LUCIEN= 


RIDDLES, 
WIZARD. 


IT 1S NO LONGER BLACK AS: 
MIDNIGHT. DOES IT NOT 
TURN SILVER WHEN DRAWH 
AGAINST AN INNOCENTS 


é 
—— ER { 
BRING ME CLOSER) 


a I 
YOUNG GIFRE. Ul 
BELIEVE THESE TWO: | 

HAVE Need OF WHAT & 

CAn SHOW THEM, iM 


iY 


= 
= 
? 


m7 knew you N 
Bi WouLy come om 


FF WiLL swe LIGHT) 
ON THE PAST OF 
Wiles ROGUE... THE 
~ TRUE PASTS, 


THIS TRUTH, KIERNAN 
SO NOW WE WILL Ley 


THIS IS 
ALTERED Li a ) 
LORE SPELL 

\ ee 
pe em know. De 


PALADIN, 1S 
(nat riesnany) 


‘HAS SEEN. J 


(GTi 
A THE BLADE OF 
a ANOTHER. 


YTS 15 THE 
BRUTAL SLAYING 
OF HIS MOTHER 
AND SISTER. NOT 
BBY HIS HAND. 


/TANNISA.. \ / TF HER... 


( TANNISA, WHO ) b Scie TELL HER THAT 

\_ 919 THIS, SHH, “M 50 SORRY. 

YOU’ SEE HER IN >. a 
7 sorRY FOR WHATS, 


JUST A LITTLE WHILE, ‘ 
JUST A LITTLE WHILE, Ve BECOME, soRRy \ 
MY MILO LITTLE THAT | WAS NOT vere ) 


ROSE \ FOR YOU NoW..0R 


EVER BEFORE 


JUST TELL HER 
SOMETHING FOR 
ME WHEN YOU See 
HER, TANNISA 


DON'T SAY SORRY. 
KIERNAN. LOTS OF 
D PEOPLE... TALKED 
gout you IN 8ag Jy 
WAYS. LOTS. 


NEVER TALKED... @ 
ABOUT THEM. 


WE HEARD 
SCREAMING. 
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HE IMAGE, KIERNAN) 
AND YOU WILL FINALLY 
SEE THE ONE 


(RESPONSIBLE, 


oh, | YES. N 
NR SHOW ME, WIZARD. 
> PLEAS! 
EASE 4 


| f 
=. 
1 CAN ONLY SHOW WHOM, 
KIERNAN. 1 CANNOT SHOW WHUF 


7 | 
wo Was "7 WE'LL LEAVE 
WHAT HAPPENED? JEL NOT NOW, EVINA ONLY WHEN HE’S 
near 
| DON’T CARE Sey = 
HOW LONG HE Seat | 
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ONE OF My 
f SIBLINGS HAS DIED. 
SOMEONE HAS 


BROKEN OUR LINK 
ER- MOK 


HEN LET THEM FIND 
THAT MY WRATH WILL 

NOT BE STAVI 
TONIGHT, REL ASTRA 

WILL BE NO MORE. ‘ 
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OF THIS DRAGON 
PLAGUE. TIEG. 


PERHAPS IT IS TIME 
| TAKE MATTERS INTO 
MY OWN HANDS. 


= hw. A YES, MILORD. 
Loro peax! SER RR NE NEIL ONLY... NOT IN THE 
THEY RETURN! TA CONDITION WE HOPED 
EVINA AND HER Bez TO FIN? HIM IN, 


os ti A 
GROUP HAVE ; ia, 
RETURNED! tae 


DIP YOU BRING THE 
WIZARD EALADHACH 
TO END THIS 
ORAGON’S TERROR? 


| ORDER You 
WE HAVE HELO EY TO BRING ME A GRAND - AbL THE MEMBERS 
JT 1S AN HONOR OUR RANKS ANP MY. MASTER ABLE TO DEFEAT IN THIS GROUP COULD NOT 
TO BE PRESENT CITY FOR THIS? THIS TERROR AND INSTEAD STOP TO THINK HOW UTTERLY 
1 YOUR COURT, Ml /1OTIC YOU WOULD LOOK 
LORD DRAX. TRYING TO OFFER ME 


LOR? DRAX, 


WHAT YOU HOLD 15 THE 
WIZARD EALACHACH 
IMPRISONED WITHIN THAT jeg 
BOTTLE BY MEANS OF A 
HOLPING SPELL, 


HOWEVER, HE WAS 
STILE ABLE TO NAVIGATE OUR 
JOURNEY TOWARDS FORTUNE, 
AS WE NOW HAVE A WEAPON 

CAPABLE OF DEFEATING 
BLACKWING! 


‘OF COURSE IT IS. 


AND I'M SURE THAT YOU 


KNOW FOR A FACT THAT 
THIS RELIC ACTUALLY 
WORKS? 


THAT IS WHY 
BLACKWING 
APPEARED 50, 


OH, AND WHAT, ~~ 
PRAY TELL, IS THIS MOST 
POWERFUL OF WEAPONS THAT 
IT CAN TAKE POWN AN 
ENHANCED DRAGON 
SUCH AS BLACKWING? 


A MIGHTY WEAPON. 
THE PRAGONHOLD, 

FORGED @Y MAGIC AND 
CHARGED WITH A MOST 
POWERFUL AGILITY. 


“a WE 90. 
WITH IT, WE HAVE KILLED 
BLACKWING’S BROTHER, ECLIPSE 


7 HIS SISTER HELPED US 

DEFEAT HIM IN ORDER TO 

REGAIN THE MIGHT THAT 

BLACKWING WAS SIPHONING 
FROM HER, 


SHE HAS LEFT 
REL ASTRA, NEVER 
TO RETURN, 


YOU'VE KILLED HIS 
BROTHER? WITHOUT 
TELLING ME? WITHOUT 
GIVING REL ASTRA TIME 
TO PREPARE? 


WHAT DID 
You say? 
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(vou IGNORANT 


\Meecite! 
——— ——— 


YOU'VE KILLED 
HIS BROTHER AND 
TER? 
SN 
‘0 DEAL WITH, 
YOU'VE NOW INCURRED 
HIS REVENGE 
AS WEL, 


MiILORO! 


THE... HUM... HUH, 
SCOUTS.,.HUM, 


THEY 
HEAR? THE 
SOUND. 


LET YOUR WEAPONS REST! 
ALLY YOU, ROGUE, 

VL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

YOUR PARDON, BUT YOU'RE 
NOT A FREE MAN YET. 


OF 
PRAGON 
WINGS! 


MADE & BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
SKOTINKA 


